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Preface

Last few decades have witnessed emergence of quite a few female
popular leaders on the global political scene: Margaret Thatcher in
Europe, Golda Meir in Middle East, Indra Gandhi, Benazir Bhutto
and Aung San Suu Kyi in Asia, to name a few.

Except the last two names, all the other female leaders assumed
power in a smooth, orderly and methodical democratic manner.
They had not to confront the dictatorial regimes, where they would
have been subjected to confinements, trials, tribulations and tortures
in their struggle for restoration of democracy.

In another case, Corazon Aquine had confronted the dictator in the
Philippines like Benazir Bhutto and Aung San Suu Kyi, but Aquino
had a full-fledged support from the Church and a strong faction of
the Philippines army. The result was that they had not to go through
the ordeal that the two leaders in Asia had to go for the restoration
of democracy in their respective countries.

The similarities in case of Benazir Bhutto and Aung San Suu Kyi
end here. Aung San Suu Kyi is still on the way, which Benazir
Bhutto has already covered. She has already gone through long
years of confinement at the hands of martial law authorities, which
her Burmese counterpart has been experiencing for the last many
years.

Benazir Bhutto was the first on this road with an added disadvan-
tage that the society she represented had strong taboos against any
role for a female in politics. The Buddhist civilization of Burma for-
tunately has not had such sort of taboos that could hinder the women
from playing any leadership role. Benazir had. She assumed the role
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of a leader in a society where to be a woman is a born-disadvantage.
Throughout the centuries, women in the subcontinent have to bear
the brunt of male chauvinism, from burning alive (Satti) to the so-
called honor-killing (Kari-Karo).

] have been fascinated by Benazir Bhutto’s story. Her emergence
as the most popular leader in one of the most conservative societ-
ies, in itself, is very exciting. It is in this backdrop that I decided
some six years ago to compile her political biography. To write a
biography, and that a political one, when the subject personality is
not only alive, but actively engaged in the political game, is very dif-
ficuit. But, it has got an advantage also. The author can check and
recheck the authenticity of the information from the subject person-
ality. This advantage, I have been able to avail.

I am indebted to a number of persons for their kind help and spe-
cial assistance in bringing this book out. My special thanks are due
to Ms Benazir Bhutto who granted me interviews at Karachi and
London during last few years.

[ interviewed several people in Pakistan, as well as in England.
The other places where I could not reach, the communication rev-
olution, brought in by the Internet, came to my rescue, [ am thank-
ful to Ms Sanam Bhutto for sharing her memories relating to Ms
Benazir Bhutto’s childhood, her life in prisons, the tragic fate of her
brothers and other related topics. Ms Victoria Schofield was very
kind to invite us to her London residence, where she provided me
information on her and Ms Benazir Bhutto’s days in Oxford and
afterwards during her father’s trial period. I am thankful to her,

I am grateful to Mr Bashir Riaz for divulging details about
her period in the exile. Mr Wajid Shamsul Hassan and his family
welcomed us wholeheartedly at their London apartment. I am thank-
ful to them. Mr Siraj Shams was always helpful in finding time for
the interviews from extremely busy schedule of Ms Bhutto. He also
shared with me his memories regarding her two stints in power,
when he worked with her as her Personal Staff Officer. Thank you
very much Mr Siraj.

We had the privilege to enjoy the hospitality of Mr Riaz and his
good wife in their beautiful London residence when they very kindly
invited us to meet with the British parliamentarians. Amongst others,

viii




Freface

Mr George Galloway and Mr Muhammed Sarwar, both members of
the British Parliament, deserve special gratitude.

In London, [ had an opportunity to meet and interview Mr Rehman
Malik and Mr Hussain Lowaie. Dr. Niazi was also kind to meet with
me in London.

In addition to them I had the privilege to meet countless other
people both in the country and abroad, who contributed in a signifi-
cant way towards completing this book. I express my deep sense of
gratitude for all of them.

The management of Daily DAWN Karachi owes my most sincere
thanks for opening the doors of their most modern library for me. I
was greatly facilitated by their microfilm record of the old newspa-
pers. Similarly, the National Liaquat library of Karachi also proved
to be a treasure of information for me.

Mr Anwer Pirzado and Mr M.H. Askari ably did the editing of this
work. I am grateful to them for taking great pains and suggesting
changes in the draft. However, what has been narrated in the book is
completely my view and nobody else is responsible for whatsoever
has been written here.

My friends Anwer Abro, Ms Zaibi Riaz, her husband Riaz, my PA
Alidino, the typists Qasim, Shams and Amjad did my work in their
extra hours. Designer Abdullah Thebbo did a splendid work on the
title and the photographs. My gratitude for all of them.

1 had the benefit of enriching myself from the scholarly discourses
of Mr Ali Ahmed Brohi, who has always been a great help to me
while writing on any topic. He provided me his valuable insight
from the very beginning till the end in this project. | am greatly
indebted to him for all that he has done for me.

I am extremely indebted to my most beloved wife, Shaista, whom I
can not adequately thank for her boundless love, invaluable assistance
and most sincere and objective advice. This would be incomplete if
I do not mention my four kids Hassan, Hina, Fariya and Saba, who
has always enlightened me with their innocent smiles and never com-
plained of my inattention to them when [ was absorbed in my work.

Karachi Muhammed Ali Shaikh
September 2000




Chapter 1

The Bhuttos
(Pre-1953)

It was a cold December afternoon when history was being made in
Pakistan. A young woman in her early thirties was to take oath of
the office of the Prime Minister of a Muslim country for the first
time ever. She was elected by the majority of 130 million people
of the country through their right of franchise. All the conspiracies
to keep her out from leadership role in the name of religion, racial
hatred, provincialism and gender had failed: and failed miserably.
It was unheard of in the annals of contemporary history of Islamic
world that a woman could be chosen to lead a nation. She was
the first example. And her added distinction was that she was the
youngest elected head of government in world. For eleven long
years she had remained the target of the worst kind of persecution
and suppression at the hands of a military dictator. But, despite the
military despot’s all-out effort to subjugate her will, she had not
given up and continued with her heroic struggle against tyranny. In
the final count she triumphed. The reality was stranger than fiction.

The occasion was the oath taking ceremony by Prime Minister-
designate Benazir Bhutto, on 2™ December 1988. The picturesque
capital of Pakistan, Islamabad, was the centre of attention for whole
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of the world. The imposing building of Aiwan-e-Sadar, the local
name for the Presidency, was the venue of this event. Though the
building had been built some six years back, it was for the first time
that the oath taking ceremony of a Prime Minister was taking place
there. Outside this beautiful white edifice, at the foot of the lush
green hills of Shakrparvan, thousands of people, students, women,
farmers and factory workers lined up along the Constitutional
Avenue, the main thoroughfare leading to the diwan-e-Sadar. Many
carried the tricolor flag of Benazir Bhutto’s Pakistan Peoples Party.
Others, waving welcoming banners, greeted their young leader who
had emerged as a symbol of democracy for them, a ‘goddess of
democracy.’ After every few moments slogans of Jeay Bhutto (long
live Bhutto) echoed in emotion choked voices in the spectacular
surroundings.

Inside the Presidency, the atmosphere was enormously magnificent.
The main reception hall, decorated with beige colored curtains and
tapestry, overlooked vast stretches of the capital’s most beautiful
pine covered road, the Khayaban Quaid-e-Azam. The hall was filled
with dignitaries from all walks of life ~—the leaders of various
political parties, parliamentarians, diplomats, judges of the supreme
and high courts, senior civil and military officials. Almost everybody
who was anybody in Pakistani society was there. It was country’s
complete who's who. The chief of the army staff and his counterparts
in navy and airforce sat on the right side of the presidential dais.
In the front row sat the Prime Minister-designate’s mother, Begum
Nusrut Bhutto, spouse Asif Ali Zardari and her sister Sanam Bhutto.
There were many more nearer and dearer ones amongst some seven
hundred guests, waiting for her and the President Ghulam Ishaq
Khan to enter in the hall.

With an almost dramatic suddenness, the soft sound of the
national anthem echoed in the hall and the guests rose en masse to
pay respect to the honored entrants. Benazir Bhutto, dressed in a
green Shalwar-Kameez and a white Dupatta, accompanied by the
President, walked with measured steps on the red carpet between
the rows of the colourfully uniformed bodyguards of the Presidency.
She looked radiant and stately under the intermingling flood of




lights reflected by glittering array of crystal chandeliers.

She took her seat on the dais. The cabinet secretary invited a
Qari to recite from Holy Quran. The verse recited on the occasion
implored Almighty Allah to reward those, men or women, who
do good deeds and affirmed that He would certainly compensate
those, here and hereafter, who practice forbearance and fortitude
in adversity. The cabinet secretary then requested the President to
administer the oath of the office and the secrecy to her. Ghulam
Ishaq Khan read out the solemn oath in Urdu, which she repeated
word by word. When the text ended, she put her signature on the
document recording the oath.

The hall echoed with prolonged clapping. Many of the guests
who had been with her throughout her struggle against tyranny
and dictatorship had for years longed to witness all this. Tears
of joy filled their eyes. The audience rose to congratulate the first-
ever Muslim woman Prime Minister, Benazir Bhutto. Her mother
watched the ceremony with a fixed gaze, almost unbelievingly,
wondering whether it was a dream or a reality.

The history was made.

* k % % %

Benazir Bhutto belongs to Sindh -- the southernmost province
of Pakistan. It is named after the river ‘Indus’, ‘Sindhu’ in Sindhi
language. The mighty river gave India its name and is like the very
soul of the subcontinent. The Rigveda, considered as one of the
earliest literary record of Indo-Aryans, composed sometime between
3000 to 1500 BC, has mentioned the Indus fourteen times. The
Ganges, the holiest of all rivers to the Hindus, has been mentioned
only three times,

In the land of Indus, Sindh has been the cradle of one of
the most ancient civilizations of the world, universally known as
the Indus Valley Civilisation. The epic Indian literature, Ramyana
and Mahabharata, describe Sindh in glowing terms when King
Dasaratha proudly tells his queen Kaikayi “Oh my dear Queen!
My empire has Sindh, Sauvira, Saurashtra, Kashi and Kaushal, and
these provinces produce an infinite variety of luxuries: name them
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and they shall be yours™'. This only symbolises that Sindh was such
an important and wealthy province even in those pre-historic days
that the first name on the lips of this ancient Indian king was that of
Sindh. '

Benazir Bhutto’s native place is Larkana, which is located in
almost the centre of Sindh. It is popularly known as ‘Nukhlustan ',
meaning the oasis, because of the fertility of its soil®>. The area
has yet another unique distinction that it houses the ruins and the
remains of Moenjodero, the capital of the five thousand-year old
Indus Valley Civilization. Archaeological excavations carried out
in the region in 1920s under supervision of Sir John Marshall
established beyond any doubt that the civilization belonged to third
millennium BC and was a contemporary of, if not older than those
of, the Mesopotamia, Persia and Egypt.

The people of Indus valley knew the art of agriculture, which
was their main profession. Besides, there were the artisans and
accomplished craftsmen of highest order amongst them whose
products were very much in demand in the markets of the ancient
world. They traded with their contemporaries in Mesopotamia
and other far-flung foreign lands. They had invented the art of
writing, employing a pictographic script of a highly developed
order. In fact, they were the sole harbingers of urbanization in
whole of the subcontinent’. “As a small child”, Benazir wrote in her
autobiography, “I thought the ancient city was called ‘Munjo Dero,’
which in Sindhi language means ‘my place’. My brothers, sister
and I took great pride that we had been raised in the shadows of
Moenjodaro, that we lived on the bank of Indus, which had been the
life line to the land since the beginning of time.™

The women of Sindh have been noted for their beauty and elegance
throughout history. Both Alexander the Great and Chengiz Khan
paid glowing tributes to the grace and the charm of Sindh’s women’.
Most of the folk stories of this Jand revolve around female folk
of very strong character. These tales have been sung by the most
popular Sufi (mystic) poet of Sindh, Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai. His
heroines have been the virtual personification of all noble values
like struggle for justice, endurance, sacrifice, love, honour, dignity,
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patriotism and courage. In the folktale of Sasswi Punhu, Sassui
is shown trampling all alone in the deserts and among barren
mountains, in search of her beloved husband, Punhu, who had been
kidnapped by his arrogant brothers. She faces immense hardships
and challenges, but never gives up her struggle. Similarly, Marvi,
the heroine of the folktale Umer Marvi, a young damsel with a
very humble family background, withstands temptations as well as
harassment at the hands of a powerful king, Umer, on the basis of her
sheer will power and determination®. In almost all the folktales of
Benazir's land, women often face immense hardships and miseries
in order to honour and uphold the noble values of the society.

Benazir’s ancestors were Rajputs, a warrior clan spread all over
the subcontinent. After their conversion to Islam, they rendered
yeoman'’s services to the cause of Islam and became part of the
Muslim army. In the seventeenth century, the Mogul emperor
Aurangzeb Alamgir (r.1658-1707) accorded regal title of ‘Khan’
to the Bhutto tribal chief’. Benazir is the direct descendant of the
Bhutto tribal chief’s family line. Her family owned much of the land
in the province of Sindh and was considered as one of the largest
employers of agricultural workers in the region. Their land, like
those of other large landowners in Sindh, was measured in square
miles and not in acres®. They produced many crops like cotton,
wheat, sugarcane, cereals and a variety of fruits and vegetables.

Through the passage of time, Bhuttos evolved a distinguished life-
style and developed a distinct character. They were peace-loving
people, but never tolerated any slight to their honour or possessions.
During the rule of Kalhoras in Sindh (1740-1786) a local tribe
related to the ruling dynasty attempted to grab the fertile agricultural
lands of Bhuttos. The assault was not tolerated by the Bhuttos,
who fought back with full force till they recovered the lost territory
and re-established their power and authority in the area. The spirit
to fight back against any onslaught on their dignity, honour and
property became a distinguishing mark of the next generations of
the Bhuttos.

Another story highlighting this trait of the Bhuttos’ character
relates the to 19" century. In the aftermath of the annexation of
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Sindh by British in 1843, a young British woman and Benazir’s
great grandfather Mir Ghulam Murtaza Bhutto (1869-1899) fell in
love with each other. This affair between a white woman and a native
was intolerable to the area’s British functionary, Collector Mayhew,
who called Bhutto to reprimand him. The conversation turned into a
heated debate and in a state of rage the collector attempted to whip
Bhutto. The young Bhutto instead seized the whip and lashed the
collector. The collector Mayhew could not tolerate this insult and
got Bhutto implicated in a number of false cases. Bhutto’s friends
and relatives advised him to leave Larkana for the time being to
escape the administration’s vendetta. He left for the independent
state of Bahawalpur. From there he moved onward to the kingdom
of Afghanistan, where he was received as a royal guest.”

In his absence, the collector targeted Murtaza’s old father
Sardar Khuda Bakhsh Bhutto. One evening as the older Bhutto was
returning home after inspecting his property in nearby Jacobabad
district that criminals planted by the police attacked him. The
old Sardar succumbed to the injuries and died shortly afterwards.
A few weeks after this tragic event, the collector passed orders
to confiscate Bhutto family’s invaluable jewels, heirlooms, gold-
embossed saddles expensive guns and other precious possessions.

Still not satisfied, he ordered that the residences, guesthouses and
stores of his adversary be set on fire and to burn down everything
in them including precious family furniture, Iranian carpets and
stocks of grains. Murtaza’s eight-year old son Shahnawaz Bhutto
later recalled this nightmare in his unpublished memoirs. “We saw
the fire ablaze at night and in the morning we saw the ashes.” The
police forced this young boy, his aged grandmother, his mother and
brother to leave their once palatial and most luxurious home ‘with
only the clothes’ on their bodies. The family had to take shelter with
their employed labourers.

When the report of this blind revenge and settling of personal
scores through the use of government machinery reached the higher
British authorities in Karachi, they took note of it. The highest
British functionary in Sindh at that time, Commissioner Sir James
Avon, was a man of independent disposition. He ordered for an
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impartial enquiry to ascertain the facts. When the enquiry found the
collector guilty of highhandedness, he ordered for restoring back the
confiscated property to Bhuttos and extended an apology on behalf
of his administration.

Mir Murtaza returned to his place, where he was accorded a most
enthusiastic welcome. Jubilant Bhutto addressed his supporters and
publicly declared that he harboured no grievance towards anyone
including those who had given false evidence against him. There
was, he said, “no greater happiness than to return to the land
of one's birth and to be with one’s children, and with one’s
friends and people™'. But, he could live just for a month with
his children and friends as he was poisoned to death through the
machinations of some influential landowners of the area who had
been witness against him to please the collector and now feared
Bhutto’s revenge.

At the time of this tragedy, Benazir’s grandfather Sir Shahnawaz
Bhutto was just ten years old. He was born on 3 of March 1888 in
Garhi Khuda Bakhsh town of Larkana district. Being the eldest son,
in accordance with the custom he was nominated as the next head
of the family after his father’s death. With position and property
of his late father, he also inherited his father's enmities. Certain
influential zamindars of the region, who were not on good terms
with his father also wanted to harm him and his family. But the new
British collector Mr. Mules took it upon himself to look after the
welfare and interests of this young boy and his family.

When he completed his initial education at a local school in
Larkana, the search began for a higher educational institution in
Karachi. The choice fell upon Sindh Madressah, where he was
enrolled on 12" November 1906. Young Shahnawaz’s intellect and
manners impressed the British Principal Mr Thomas Henry Vines
to such an extent that he offered him to live with him in his
official residence, where he was allocated two spacious rooms on
the ground floor. Shahnawaz remembered Mr Vines and his wife as
‘kind people’, who were ‘sympathetic to Muslims’. During his stay
at the Madressah, he started playing hockey in the spacious grounds
of the institution, His stay at this school left a deep impression on
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his mind. “I still cherish lively memories of the very happy days
I spent in this splendid institution,”"” Sir Shahnawaz was to write
many decades later.

Before Shahnawaz could have completed his education, fate
unfurled another design for him. In December 1908, when he was
enjoying his usual vacations at his home, he received the news
of the untimely death of his uncle and guardian, Ellahi Bakhsh
Bhutto. It was a great shock for him. Now, he had to assume the
responsibilities of a family head of not only his own family but also
that of his deceased uncle’s. A few months later, in March 1909,
at the time of attaining the age of twenty-one years, he was given
back the charge of his father’s estate, which had been entrusted to
the Court of Wards during his infancy.

This was the time when he decided to start his active public
life, to become the torchbearer of Bhutto family in politics, He set
certain cardinal principles for himself in politics, which not only he
followed religiously throughout his life, but also left as a political
legacy for his progeny to follow. “My services were available to the
common man from morning till night,” wrote Sir Shahnawaz in his
unpublished memoirs. “I ran an open house at Garhi Khuda Bakhsh
Bhutto without distinction and without motive. I tried to help all
the people who came.... I tried to give them good advice.... I was
courteous to the common man and rarely did I lose my temper...
I spared no effort to cultivate and befriend the masses.”” In fact
Sir Shahnawaz was the first-ever political leader in the region who
introduced this populist approach in politics. Before him, politics
was mostly a drawing-room affair of the land-owning aristocracy.

In October 1913, the Muslim community leaders of Sindh,
Waderas (Sindhi word for elders) took first united political step to
safeguard the interests of Sindhi Muslims. They called a meeting
at Hyderabad, which was attended by revered community leaders
from all over the province. Shahnawaz was highly revered and
respected for his intellect, his social position and his open stand
against the exploitation of Muslim population at the hands of the
money-lending classes. During these meetings, he emerged as the
consensus leader of the Muslims of Sindh.
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Thus, when in 1919, at the age of thirty-one years, he contested
for the only seat in Delhi’s Imperial Legislative Council reserved for
the zamindars and jagirdars of Sindh, he won it comfortably. This
victory was very important, as the council was the highest legislative
forum in the British India. After coming to Delhi, he devoted all
his attention and energy to the cause of the separation of Sindh
from Bombay Presidency and towards development of Karachi. He
recalled his first impressions after reaching Delhi;

On coming to Delhi the thought crossed my mind on
how [ could get the Council to pay more attention
to the development of Karachi. | believed that with
the development of Karachi the hinterland of Sindh
would not escape the benefits. 1 therefore chose to
concentrate on Karachi. Whenever | went to other places
and particularly to Bombay, I tried to learn how to
improve Karachi. Bombay was a much bigger city but |
looked upon it as a rival of Karachi."

The year 1920 proved to be an important year for Sir Shahnawaz
as well as the rest of India. The British Government introduced the
famous Montague-Chelmsford Reforms in the form of Government
of India Act 1919, expanding the number of Indian representatives
in the British Indian legislative forums. This enabled Sir Shahnawaz
to be elected as the member of Bombay’s legislative council along
with thirteen other Muslims and three non-Muslims from Sindh, On
his arrival in Bombay, he was elected as the leader of Muslim bloc
in the council, a position he retained till Sindh’s separation from
Bombay Presidency in 1936.

In his home district Larkana also that year he was elected
as President of the local board, a position he retained till 1934,
He ran the board most efficiently and effectively. Mr. Muhammed
Ayub Khuhro, record three time chief minister of Sindh and later a
political rival of Sir Shahnawaz described his tenure in the board in
these words: “He was a very successful Administrator and therefore
the administration of the Distriet Local Board, Larkana, was best
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run under his Presidency. He enjoyed great respect and even the
British district officers of the Imperial Service used to call on Sir
Shahnawaz, which they never did in the case of other Presidents of
the local boards in Sindh.”""

Sir Shahnawaz was chosen in 1925 to head the prestigious Sindh
National Mohammedan Association, the first ever socio-politico
organization of Sindh’s Muslims. To the next generation of political
leaders, Sir Shahnawaz was a great source of inspiration, and they
looked up to him for guidance and direction. “All these young
Politicians who came in contact with him in those good old days
and who subsequently took prominent part in the affairs of their
province learnt their first lesson in public life from Sir Shahnawaz
Bhutto who was admittedly their political godfather. I was one of
those youngsters, whom this all-Sindh leader took under his wings
for training,”"® wrote Syed Miran Muhammed Shah, who remained
the speaker of Sindh’s legislative assembly for ten most crucial
years in the subcontinent’s recent history, from 1938 to 1948, He has
also given an account of an event, in which, he said he learnt a lesson
of self-respect from his benefactor Sir Shahnawaz. To quote him:

“In those early days of British Raj a horse and cattle
show was held at Jacobabad where seats were provided
for the invitees in the order of precedence determined
by the head of the police department. One Mr Omanny,
DIG police, put the chairs of the members of the Bombay
Legislative Council, including that of Sir Shahnawaz
Bhutto, behind the row where district officers were
seated. Shahnawaz Khan Bhutto and his colleagues on
arrival noticed this relegation. His sense of dignity and
self-respect urged him to revolt against the indignity and
he along with his other followers boycotted the horse
show. He also sent a strong note to the Governor of
Bombay protesting against the treatment meted out to
the representatives of the people of Sindh by the local
~ British officers. This move came as a positive surprise
to the people of Sindh, who prior to this incident had
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never known that the public could protest against the
conduct of a British officer. The result of this protest
was that Mr Omanny had to apologize to the elected
representatives of the people and he was also shortly
afterwards transferred from Sindh.”™"’

Sir Shahnawaz first met Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah in Larkana in
1928, the year his youngest son Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, father of
Benazir Bhutto was born, Jinnah, then a practising lawyer, shared
many similarities with Sir Shahnawaz. Both of them were born
Sindhis. Both of them were educated at the same school in Karachi-
-Sindh Madressatul Islam--and both of them had the interest of
their community closest to their hearts. Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah had
been invited by Sindh Mohammedan Association, over which Sir
Shahnawaz presided. Jinnah stayed with Sir Shahnawaz in the
Bhutto family’s grand house Al-Murtaza in Larkana. This meeting
proved to be the beginning of a long and harmonious association
between the two leaders.'?

The 1930s started with events of far-reaching consequences for Sir
Shahnawaz as well as the Muslim community of India. The British
government, worried over the political situation prevailing in India
attempted to resolve key issues through a series of Round Table
Conferences (RTC) in London during 1930-33, One of the issues on
agenda was the separation of Sindh from Bombay Presidency.

Historically, Sindh had been an autonomous state under formal
Mogul tutelage, till 1843, when the British armies under General
Sir Charles Napier annexed it. For the next four years it remained
an autonomous province of British India. However, in 1847, it was
attached with Bombay Presidency with which it really had very little
in common, This had reduced Sindh to a heaven for the bureaucracy,
as it could rule this vast province without any effective check from
people’s representatives.

Sir Shahnawaz was invited to the R.T.C in London to represent
the Muslims of Sindh. King George V formally inaugurated the
first of these conferences on 12" November 1930, at which fifty-
eight Anglo-Indian leaders, officials, princes, politicians, and sages
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of many sorts sat around in an effort to agree on the solutions of
intricate constitutional and political issues confronting India. There
were sixteen Muslim delegates including Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah, Sir
Muhammed Igbal, His Highness Aga Khan and other important
leaders of Muslim India. Sir Shahnawaz presented the case of his
people in a most effective way."”

Despite strong opposition from various vested interests, this
single-minded son of the soil won over the cause of separation
of Sindh. This was his most outstanding and crowning political
accomplishment., This provided the Muslims of the subcontinent
the essential launching ground from where the movement for an
independent and free Muslim State -was later launched. The next
decade saw that it was the ‘autonomous’ province of Sindh, which
played the most crucial role in the creation of Pakistan. It was in this
background that Stanley Wolpert wrote:

The crowning political achievement of Sir Shahnawaz’s
life was to convince Great Britain’s rulers at the Round
Table Conferences in London that Sindh deserved a
separate provincial status, thus liberating his home
from Bombay, elevating sleepy Karachi overnight, once
the Government of India Act of 1935 took effect, to
equal status with other booming provincial capitals like
Bombay, Caleutta and Madras, .. It was the single-most-
important economig-political coup won by an Indian
Muslim since the founding of the Muslim League,
eclipsed only by Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah’s subsequent -
victory more than a decade later in winning his suit for
separate nation-statehood for Pakistan®,

While Sindh's separation had been agreed upon in London, it
was not to take effect till elections could be held under the new
Government of India Act. The Governor Lord Braboune invited
Sir Shahnawaz to join his cabinet, as he wanted his experienced
advice on matters relating to separation of Sindh. Sir Shahnawaz
along with his family left Karachi for Bombay on a P&O liner,
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Modalities were sorted out. Decisions were made. Elections were
held. Sir Shahnawaz’s party won an overall majority in the new
Sindh Assembly, securing 24 out of 34 Muslim seats.”!

But, due to his preoccupations at Bombay regarding the issues
relating to the birth of new province, he could not concentrate on
his own election from Larkana. Hence, he, the top leader of the
party, could not return to the assembly. The party without the leader
was like a rudderless ship. It ultimately went into disarray. Mr. GM
Syed, one of his vice Presidents, who had won the election from
his own constituency, offered to vacate his seat in order to enable
Sir Shahnawaz’s return to the assembly?. But, Sir Shahnawaz’s self
respect made him to gracefully declined the offer.

Sir Shahnawaz was offered in 1937 the membership on the
prestigious and powerful public service commission for Bombay
and Sindh, a post he held for nine years. During these years he and
Quaid-e-Azam Mohammed Ali Jinnah met often at the house and
office of their common friend and physician Dr. Patel in Bombay.
In 1946, he resigned from his substantial position as chairman of
the public service commission and moved to the state of Junagarh to
assume the charge of Diwan (Prime Minister) of that state®*,

Junagarh was a small maritime state, five hundred kilometres
south of the coast of Karachi. Most of the population of the state
was Hindu and the ruler was a Muslim who wanted accession with
Pakistan in 1947, In the case of Kashmir, another princely state, the
situation was just the reverse.

In August 1947, Sir Shahnawaz in his capacity as the Diwan
of Junagarh announced the state’s accession with Pakistan. This
move was of great tactical importance: that if the Indian government
acquiesced, admitting the legal right of the ruler to decide which
way to go, the precedent of a Muslim prince taking a Hindu-
majority state into Pakistan could also be applied to other states
like Hyderabad, while if the Indian Government did the opposite, it
would be morally under pressure to allow Kashmir to join Pakistan.
But, India decided to fespond otherwise, By mid September, the
Indian government sent its own emissary to meet the Nawab of
Junagarh and persuade him to join India, The Nawab told the
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emissary to meet the Diwan.

Sir Shahnawaz remained unmoved and told the Indian representative
that the matter had already been settled and could only be altered if
the governments of Pakistan and India could agree upon the same
principle for the accession of all princely sfates, including Kashmir.
India then decided to annex Junagarh by force. Finding the odds
heavily posed against him, the Nawab of Junagarh left his state
for Karachi by the end of October and Sir Shahnawaz was also
directed to join him there. Accordingly, Sir Shahnawaz left Junagarh
in November 1947 for Karachi, where he wanted to lead a peaceful
retired life after his long inning in public life.

While all this was happening, Sir Shahnawaz’s youngest son,
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto continued his education at Bombay, He lived in
the Bhuttos’ beautiful house ‘The Nest’ and looked after the family
properties including Bombay's Hotel Astoria Building. He was just
six years old, when he had come to Bombay from Karachi along
with his family. His father wanted his most talented, intelligent and
brilliant son to get the best possible education. The young Bhutto
was enrolled in Bombay's most prestigious Cathedral High School.
Because of Sir Shahnawaz’s close contacts with Quaid-e-Azam
Jinnah, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto had the chance to see often this great
leader of Muslim India. Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah and Sir Shahnawaz
frequently met at their commen friend Dr. Patel's afternoon tea
parties.

Zulfikar Ali Bhutta’s school was situated close to the Doctor’s
clinic. In the afternoons, after his school, voung Bhutte used to walk
over to it, where the giants of. Indian politics met and discussed
important issues confronting the subcontinent. It was during this
period that young Bhutto developed a great reverence, respect and
admiration for Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah. In April 1945, this eighteen-
year old young man expressed his sentiments for Jinnah in a letter
to him: '

“You, sir, have brought us on one platform, under
one flag, and the cry of every Mussulman should be
‘onward to Pakistan’. Our destiny is Pakistan. Our aim
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is Pakistan. Nobody can stop us. We are a nation by
ourselves and India is a subcontinent. You have inspired
us and we are proud of you. Being still in school, I am
unable to help the establishment of our sacred land. But
the time will come when I will even sacrifice my life for
Pakistan™. '

True to his word, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was to sacrifice his life for
Pakistan thirty-four years later, in April 1979, '

By the mid of 1940s, India’s political scene was infused with
unprecedented heat and fury, as the conflict between the three main’ -
parties — the British, the Congress and the Muslim League’-- was
intensifying with every passing day. Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah’s all
out efforts to retain a united India had failed due to the Congress
leadership’s inflexible attitude. Many political developments had
taken place. Several proposals had been discussed. But, the issue
relating to the status of Muslims in the future scheme of things in
the subcontinent was not getting resolved. By now, Quaid-e-Azam
Jinnah had lost the last shred of faith in united India. Against this
backdrop, when the cabinet mission plan could not bear any positive
result, Jinnah directed the Muslims to observe a direct action day on
16 August 1946 so to make it clear to everybody that Muslims had
their own identity and strength.

However, in the city of Bombay, Muslims were a negligible
minority. There was very little hope of the success of the direct action
day there. But, Bombay was the nerve-centre of the subcontinent.
It was understood that if the day could be a success there, it
would yield a tremendous psychological benefit to the advantage of
Muslims. Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah invited nineteen-year old Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto and some other politically active Muslim students to his
" Malabar Hill home in order to seek their advice on how best to
launch direct action in Bombay. Most of the students were evasive
and did not forward any concrete proposal keeping in view the brute
majority of Hindus in Bombay.

Recalling that meeting, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto wrote thirty-three years
later from his death cell: “Every one talked in circles and used vague
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language. T remarked that Bombay was a Maharashtrian stronghold
and Elphinstone College was a student fortress of Maharashtrian
militant students. Some kind of strike in Elphinstone College would
have a tremendous psychological effect’®.

This young student knew the college principal’s son who was
his classmate. Both of them rounded up about two hundred other
students and they all staged a sit-in at the entrance of the college.
The police were called but the principal, anxious to avoid hurting
his own son, closed down the college instead of asking the police
to clear the entrance. Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah was
very pleased with Bhutto’s performance because all the Bombay
newspapers carried reports of the successful protest demonstration
in Bombay?.

After passing his Senior Cambridge examination, Zulfikar Al
Bhutto got admission in the University of Southern California in the
United States to become the first person from his family to go for
foreign education. It was the month of September and just a few
days had passed since the new country, Pakistan, had appeared on
the map of the world.

In California, he got accommodation on South Flower Street,
just a few blocks from his university campus. He was very fond
of books and history was the subject of his special interest. He
had read almost the whole of available literature on history and
economics. He also had a very strong communication skill. He
Joined the university’s debating team and emerged as one of the
most outstanding speakers. Because of these qualities he was one of
the most sought after person in the university.

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was an ardent admirer of Jinnah, for whom
he always used to say, ‘That is my man! That is my idol, the man
[ respect’. Shortly after Quaid-e-Azam’s death in September 1948,
he wrote a letter, to Pakistan’s ambassador to Washington and one
of Jinnah’s closest friends, Mr Hassan [sphahani, expressing his
sentiments:

*(We) have been orphaned at this crucial moment when
we needed more than any other the force, the torrential
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magnanimity of our beloved Leader.... (T)hough the

Quaid is no longer with us, yet his pure virgin spirit will

remain forever fertile in our mind. His entire life was

a struggle for the betterment and emancipation of his
2327

people™’,

Young Bhutto decided to spend his summer holidays as a
volunteer in Pakistan embassy in Washington. One of the papers
he wrote there dealt with the man he highly revered: Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah. He wrote:

“Jinnah is solely responsible for the creation of a
state for those whom he led in the struggle for the
emancipation of their lives. His dream of creating a
Muslim homeland, Pakistan, was a great dream, and
the realisation of his dream has been nothing short
of a miracle, for it has been an achievement carried
out single handily. He has led a people who were
thoroughly derelict and disunited and depressed. He
was a God-inspired man, a man with purity of heart,
with unbelievable audacity and unique courage and
determination™,

After spending a little less than two years at the University of
Southern California, in June 1949, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto moved to
Berkeley for further studies. Same year, in the month of September,
he came to Karachi to attend his sister’s wedding.

It was during his trip home that he met Nusrut Isphahani who was
to become his wife two years later and would give birth to Benazir
Bhutto in 1953. Though it was their first meeting as grown-ups, they
had also met for few times in their childhood.

Begum Bhutto recalled: “During my childhood, when we still lived
in Bombay, we used to visit Khandala, a hill resort near Bombay.
We had a small summerhouse there. Sometimes we used to go to
Lonavala near Khandala. I saw him in Lonavala for the first time.
I remember so vividly. I was eleven years old. We were walking

17




BErIaz0 Al o

around and his family was also there. Somehow our parents got
together and started talking. There were three girls and this boy. So
we kids also began talking. They said they were from Sindh, so we
asked where Sindh was. They told us where it was...| think, we just
met twice... And then we also shifted to Karachi.”**

Nusrut Isphahani’s parents came from Iran. Her great-grandfather
had three sons. One of them was sent to China to learn how to
manufacture silk. He became businessman, The second son, the
grandfather of Begum Nusrut, was sent to Najaf-e-Ashraf for higher
studies in Islam and he devoted his life to religious teaching and
became an Ayatollah. The father retained the third son at home to
look after the family lands. He became an agriculturist,

Begum Nusrat’s father Mirza Muhammad was born in Najaf.
His family name was Mirza Muhammad Abul Latif Isphahani. He
studied in Najaf. He was of an outgoing disposition. Once he and
his friends went on a holiday to Bombay and liked the place to
such an extent that when he returned home, he told his father and
grandfather that he wanted to settle in the subcontinent. This way
Nusrut Isphahani’s parents shifted to India. Her father established the
Baghdad Soap Industries in Bombay and started his own business?.

Nusrut Isphahani was born in Bombay on 23" March 1929, as
third daughter to her parents. Her sisters were much older to her:
eldest sister having difference of fourteen years and the second one
with difference of thirteen years. Both of the elder sisters had early
marriages and had children of almost Nusrat’s age. She attended
school in Bombay and passed her Senior Cambridge examination at
the convent school of Jesus and Mary there.

Early in 1947, when life became somewhat unsafe for Muslims in
Bombay, Nusrat’s parents decided to migrate to Karachi. Initially,
the family stayed at Palace Hotel (now the Sheraton), one of the
city’s best hotels. But then on the insistence of one of their family
friend, they shifted to his house. Within a few months’ time the
family bought a place at 23 Clifton, the main thoroughfare leading
from the heart of Karachi to the seashore. Her father established his
factory in Karachi and started his business in this fast growing city.
After sometime, Nusrut Isphahani joined a voluntary organisation,
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the Pakistan Women’s National Guard. She was good at martial
drill and soon learned to drive trucks and ambulances. Very soon
she was promoted to the rank of a captain,® with silver pips on her
shoulders.

The families of Benazir Bhutto’s parents again met on the occasion
of the marriage of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s sister Begum Munawarul
Islam. “His sister Manna was a friend of mine,” recalled Begum
Bhutto, “and when she was getting married, she invited me also. So
I went to the bank to get my jewellery from my locker. I saw Zulfikar
standing there. He was grown up by now and I did not know in
the first instance as to who he was. But his mother was also there
and she knew that [ was friendly with Manna. So she said, ‘Oh
Nusrut, this is my son, he has just come from America for his sister’s
wedding, his name is Zulfi"™*!.

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and Nusrut Isphahani liked each other. He
arranged through one of his married friend’s wife to invite her to
dinner at one of Karachi’s posh restaurants. There he proposed
her. She did not take it seriously, as she knew that in a week or
two he would return back to US to complete his studies. But he
would neither forget nor retract his proposal. Distance and time only
strengthened his resolve to make Nusrut Isphahani his wife.
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“Because of what he had said and | had to show him that I had the
brains as good as the British boys, if not better,” recalled Zulfikar Al
Bhutto. “And I did the course in two years and got high honours ™2
The Oxford professor was so impressed that he became his admirer
and a lifelong friend.

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto returned to Karachi after spring term of 1951,
He informed his parents of his intention to marry Nusrut [sphahani,
Things went well and soon they were married. The wedding took
place on 8" September 1951 in Karachi. The following days passed
in a whirl of customary luncheons and dinners. By week’s end
the couple left Karachi for London. They stayed at a suite at the
Dorchester Hotel, overlooking Hyde Park. After a week’s time the
couple reached Oxford just in time for the fall term.

As 1t was his first year at university, he was not allowed under the
rules to live outside. Therefore, his wife stayed in a hotel and he in
his hostel. They used to stay together during the day and he would
go back to hostel before eleven in the night when attendance was
called. Once he did not go back to his hostel and the next day
the dean asked for the reason, on which he told him that he stayed
with his wife at the hotel. The dean was surprised to know that this
young Asian of twenty-four years was a married man! However, he
allowed the couple to live together afterwards.

After sometime letters from home urged Nusrut Bhutto to return
to Pakistan as her father and sisters missed her very much. Her
in-laws also wanted her to be in Karachi so that her husband could
fully concentrate on his studies. By the end of November she flew
back from London to Karachi to live with her in-laws in the house
they had named ‘Benazir’ after the name of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s
deceased sister, who had died at the young age of fifteen, while the
family was in Bombay.

To be away from each other was a very difficult experience for
the newly weds. They used to write letters and talk on phone with
each other regularly. Finally, Begum Nusrut Bhutto left again for
London by the mid of 1952 to live with her husband who had by
then compieted his residence requirements at Christ Church and
was allowed to move to London. They lived in an apartment on the
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sixth floor in Chatsworth Court, Kensington, for a month while he
commuted between London and Oxford.

After staying for a month in London, the couple moved to Oxford
where they stayed for two more months. It was there that a doctor
confirmed that Begum Nusrut was pregnant. “Zulfi was so excited”,
she recalled, “that he was dancing in the streets, picking me up, and
to every stranger he met, Zulfikar exulted, “You know, I am going to
be a father. My wife is going to have a child!”**. After three months’
stay in England, she returned back to Pakistan to give birth to their
first baby, leaving her husband in England to complete his studies.
Back at home she lived with her in-laws at their home 'Benazir’.

The family waited anxiously for the month of June, when the
doctors had predicted the arrival of Benazir Bhutto in this world.

2]




Chapter 2

Early Days
(1953-1969)

Benazir Bhutto was born on Sunday, 21* June 1953 at Dr. Pinto’s
clinic.!

The newborn was a healthy and a beautiful child. Her golden
curls and pinkish complexion prompted her aunt to call her ‘Pinkie’,
which then became her nickname. Her beauty and her innocent
charms made Pinkie a very welcomed child in the family.

To select a name for a newborn has always been a cheerful exercise
in the subcontinent’s society, and the entire family got engaged in
it. Various relatives suggested various names. Finally, the choice of
her paternal grandparents prevailed? and the newborn was named
‘Benazir’, which literally means ‘without a match.’ To them she was
the return of the other ‘Benazir,’ her aunt, whom the family had lost
in Bombay.

At the time of Benazir’s birth, her father was still in London,
where Princess Elizabeth had been celebrating her Coronation at a
magnificent ceremony, with members of Royal families and heads
of governments from all over the world assembled in Westminster
Abbey to witness the grand occasion.” London was in a festive
mood. Benazir’s father would then have little realized that his
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daughter born back in Karachi would one day emerge as one of the
most popular leaders of Pakistan and as the Prime Minister of her
own country sit with this very Queen in the Buckingham Palace
within a span of just three and a half decade!

A few months after Benazir’s birth, her father returned to Pakistan.
When he saw his daughter for the first time, he was very excited. ‘He
kept looking at the face, the hands of his pretty daughter,” Nusrut
Bhutto later recalled.® It was a ‘love at first sight.” With passage of
years, and even after the birth of three other children, the bonds of
affection between his firstborn and himself only intensified. Thus,
whenever something important happened, from Simla Accord to the
meetings of the United Nations, her father would always want Bena-
zir to be with him.

On his return to Pakistan, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto had come as a
Barrister, with a degree from one of the world’s most prestigious
colleges, the Christ Church of Oxford University. He joined the
bar at Karachi and attached himself with the law chambers of
Barrister Dingomal Ramchandani, a firm of prominent civil lawyers
of Pakistan.* He also lectured at the local Law College on honorary
basis. His primary interests were the Constitutional issues facing
his country. At the time, Pakistan’s first constituent assembly was
still striving to arrive at some Constitutional formula agreeable to all
the federating units of Pakistan. The clash of interests between two
biggest provinces, East Pakistan, comprising fifty-six percent of the
population and the Punjab comprising twenty eight percent of total
population but representing eighty-five percent of country’s defense
and civil establishment posed problems in the task of Constitution
making. In addition to the cultural, ethnic, regional, racial and
linguistic differences amongst the provinces; and amongst the two
wings of the country, a distance of a thousand miles of Indian
Territory only aggravated the situation,

The founder of Pakistan Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah had died in 1948,
just a year after the country’s creation. His political successor,
Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan, had also been assassinated three
years later. Passing away of the two great leaders within first four
years of the country’s life, presented a most formidable crisis to
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the newly created nation. The members of Bureaucracy tried to fill
this vacuum. But, because of their lack of the necessary political
background combined with intellectual, functional and training
limitations, they were unable to perform a political role. This gave
rise to chaos and instability in all spheres of governance. Changes
of governments at centre as well as in provinces became the order
of the day. The Bengali dominated East Pakistan started asserting
itself and demanding a greater measure of provincial autonomy.
To counter the political weight of East Pakistan, the bureaucracy
introduced ‘one umit’ scheme under which all the four provinces
of the western wing -- Sindh, Balochistan, NWFP and the Punjab
-- were agglomerated into a single political and administrative unit
with its capital at Lahore. A principle of “parity’ was also adopted,
which placed the two wings at par with each other. Benazir’s father,
one of the top most Constitutional lawyers by then, opposed this
scheme vehemently, but in vain.®

This was the political scenario when three years old Benazir
started going to Karachi’s Ms Jennings Nursery School, located in
front of the most beautiful Gothic edifice of the historic Frere Hall
built in memory of Sir Bartle Frere, a former British Commissioner
of Sindh. A few yards away from her school was the imposing
building of Flagstaff House, which was owned by Quaid-e-Azam
Jinnah and now houses a museum named after him. The Bhutto
family had by then moved to their new home, 70-Clifton, just a
few hundred yards away from the Arabian Sea beach. Benazir's
mother had given birth to a son, Murtaza Bhutto, in September
1954, providing Benazir a brother to play with. His birth in the
family was followed by that of a sister Sanam, and another brother
Shahnawaz, during the next five years.

Young Benazir found her parents deeply in love with each other.
They were considered an ideal couple, with ‘beauty, brains and
buoyancy.” They were even compared with the Kennedys of United
States. Her father was one of the most attractive, charming and an
intelligent person, and his wife, Nusrut, was an equally attractive and
well-mannered person. ‘Your mother is the most beautiful woman in
the world,’ Bhutto used to tell his children. ‘But, Papa they say that
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Ava Gardner is the most beautiful woman!® Benazir reminded her
father, ‘They say so because they have not seen your mother,” used
to be her father’s firm reply.” Together they made most sought after
couple in the social and political circles of the city.

Benazir's grandparents also lived in 70-Clifton. Sir Shahnawaz
had grown old gracefully and was having an enjoyable retired life.
To Benazir, her grandpa was *Abba’ and father Papa. She remember
her Abba as a very “kindly man’ with his ‘silver hair and dark
glasses.™ In the evenings the grandparents would sit in the garden
of their residence. Baby Benazir would join them and talk to them.
Her mother Nusrut would also come and join them for the afternoon
tea. They would all play with baby Benazir and pamper her. She was
the first born of their only son, so they showered all their love on
her. °I don’t remember my grandparents ever scolded me,’ recalled
Benazir.

Their home was full of life. Her father’s sister, her auntie Mumtaz,
who was married to Colonel Mustafa, would also come regularly
along with her husband and children. Other maternal as well as
paternal relatives also used to visit the family. The children played
together for hours in an atmosphere of peace and love. Her maternal
grandfather often took her for a walk down to Clifton stores and
bought her goodies on their way to his own huge house nearby.
There were many fruit trees in that house. She would go upstairs to
pick fruit from the looming branches of the trees.’

In her childhood, Benazir was very fond of bananas. One day her
mother bought her a full crate of them and asked her to eat as much
as she could, hoping that this would put an end to her craving for
them. To her mother’s great amazement, a day later, she went to her
mother again and pleaded, “Mummy! Bananas.™"

Benazir’s age and her father’s political rise advanced together.
In 1957, when she was four years old and still at her pre-primary
school, reciting her nursery rhymes, her father was nominated to
represent Pakistan at the United Nations General Assembly. It was a
singular achievement for somebody less than thirty years old, being
called upon to represent his country at the highest international
forum. His grip on his subject, style of presentation, logic and
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vision highly impressed his listeners at the world assembly that
November.

While he was still away, Sir Shahnawaz breathed his last in
Karachi.'" Benazir recalled “I remember hushed voices and people
speaking in undertones, and a lot of weeping.... People rushing back
and forth. I knew something terrible had happened. But did not quite
know what it was.”'? Forty-two years later, it is a moment Benazir
can still picture in her mind. Her father rushed back home from New
York. After ten days mourning, he was declared as the next head of
the family, in accordance with the custom. A year later Benazir’s
grandmother also died.

After completing her nursery courses in 1958, Benazir was
enrolled in the city’s top most school, the Convent of Jesus and
Mary. The same year, her father was called upon to be a minister
in Pakistan’s central government, an offer that he accepted. He was
entrusted the portfolio of the ministry of commerce, becoming the
youngest cabinet member the country ever had. This also placed a
great deal more responsibilities on his shoulders. He now had to be
away from home for a good deal of time “I remember Papa used
to come back from his foreign tours with suitcases full of clothes,
toffees, chocolates and other goodies. We used to wait anxiously for
him.”"

Benazir was a lively child, with an inquisitive mind, always
experimenting with different things to explore the world around
her.'* Sometimes these experiments used to prove very dangerous,
Once, the family went to London for a vacation and rented an
apartment. One day she put the gas valve on. Luckily her mother
arrived in time. ‘We all nearly died. But, Mummy arrived in time
and said you are such a naughty child,” she remembered. On another
occasion, while they were in Europe, she broke a glass and walked
over it, leaving her blood all over the place. She then walked to the
balcony, waiting for her parents to come and rescue her."”

She was witty as well. In those old days, lawyers used to wear
wigs as per British tradition. One of her father’s wigs remained in
his dressing room. She would often go there and wear the wig
and tell everybody that she was going to become a lawyer. ‘On
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the door there would be a nameplate bearing ‘Benazir Bhutto- Bar
at Law,” she recalled, because there used to be a brass nameplate
bearing ‘Zulfikar Ali Bhutto - Bar at Law, at their residence gate.’
She would not inherit her father’s legal mantle, but she would inherit
his political legacy.

At a young age, she also began to receive her religious education
from a Moulvi, who came to their home every afternoon after school
hours to teach her the reading of Holy Quran. He also instructed
her on the fundamentals of Islam. Her mother taught her Nimaz,
— the obligatory Islamic prayers. Benazir's mother was particular
about religion. She would rise early in the morning and go to her
daughter’s bedroom to wake her up for the Nimaz-e-Fujr, the pre-
morning prayer. Together the mother and daughter would perform
Wuzzo (ablution) and offer their prayers.'®

When she was about seven, Benazir’s family moved to Rawalpindi,
where her father, as a central minister was allotted an official
residence, firstly on Peshawar Road and then in the Civil Lines, an
exclusive part of the capital. She was enrolled at the Presentation
Convent, a prestigious institution of the city. Getting uprooted from
Karachi at such a young age had a deep impact on her mind. Her
entire life seemed to have changed. The old friends had gone. Her
home in Karachi used to be humming with activity. But, here in
Rawalpindi it was rather lonely, Her loving grandparents too were
no more 1n this world. Her father was getting busier by each passing
day, having to carryout the responsibility for several ministries. He
also had to travel quite a lot within Pakistan as well as to foreign
countries. Her mother frequently accompanied her husband on his
tours, leaving the kids under the charge of a nanny.

Benazir, being the eldest, considered herself responsible for the
well being of her siblings. ‘Look afier the other children,” her parents
would charge her. ‘You are the eldest.” Her mother would give her
the money for daily household expenses ‘which 1 hid under my
pillow,” she remembered. ‘Though [ was just learning my sums at
school, every night in my mother’s absence [ would sit on a stool
in the kitchen and pretend to go over the accounts with Babu, our
long time and loyal majordomo. Whether the figures tallied, I
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have no recollection. Luckily very small sums were involved. At
that time, rupees ten, about two dollars, bought food for the whole
household."'” All these pressures had a psychological effect on her
and she became a little shy, ‘She was not shy, but disliked show off,’
remarked her sister Sanam Bhutto, many vears later in her apartment
in London,

However, life used to be fun when her father was around. Benazir
was his favorite for many reasons; she was excellent in her studies,
she carried the name of his beloved sister, and she was the prettiest
of all, a Golden Girl. She was also a very well behaved young
girl. She was praised for her handwriting, her manners and her
work. Like her father, she was also very fond of reading. He used
to take her along with him to the famous Ferozsons bookstore in
Rawalpindi. Historical books, especially the biographies of great
personalities, were her most preferred choice, little realizing then
that one day her own autobiography would become the best seller all
over the world. At a later stage, she also read Agatha Christi’s crime
stories, which she would then narrate, to Sananmi. In the night on the
bed, she would say to her younger sister, ‘Sunny, tell me the whole. ..
story!® recalled Sanam,'®

The family went for pienics almost every Sunday, She saw several
archeological sites in the vicinity of the city, Taxila, housing the
ruins of an ancient city almost of Moenjodera's age, was her most
favorite place. Her aunt Mumtaz’s family had alsa maved to Pindi,
where her husband was posted as an army commander. Sometimes
they would too join the family in going for boating on the nearby
Soan River. While sitting on the bank of the river, her mather
would instruct her on cooking. She would then play, discuss, learn
and move around with her siblings and other family members in a
most carefree atmosphere. Stamp colleetion was another habby that
inspired her the most in her early age. 'She was fond of making
cakes, especially when the parents were not around,’ recalled Sanam
Bhutto."

But, by this time Benazir's happy childhood days were destined
to go through a tough test. The marriage of her parents came under
seyere strain. Her mother decided to seek separation, She left her
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home and went to live with her relatives in Iran. Kids remained
with their father. These were terrible times for Benazir and her other
siblings.” She being the eldest felt the agony of this breakup the
most and assumed the role of a surrogate mother for her youngest
brother, Shahnawaz. Her aunt, Mumtaz, also came regularly to
look after the children. Her father also felt the absence of his wife
badly. He never wanted separation, So he went to Iran and then to
California, where her mother had gone by then, to convince her
of his faithfulness towards her. Finally, she agreed to return on
her own terms. The time however had taken its toll. The period
of uncertainty left its marks on the impressionable mind of young
Benazir, who developed a strong yearning for stability. ‘Though the
mother was with us, but | was always afraid that she may leave us
again,’ recalled Benazir.?'

After about two years schooling in Pindi’s Presentation Convent,
Benazir and Sanam were sent to a boarding school in Murree, the
pine covered hill station, north of Rawalpindi. The boys were sent to
Lahore’s famous Aitcheson College. Their father believed that expe-
rience of living a life far from their family and the denial of usual
comforts of the home would toughen them up to face the challenges
of life, “For the first time | had to make my own bed, polish my
shows, carry water for bathing and tooth-brushing back and forth
from the wash basins in the corridors."**

Their parents used to come to Murree every weekend from Pindi
to see them, ‘I remember we did not like the bathrooms in the con-
vent and in the first week we complained to our parents ahout them,’
recalled Benazir, Her father offered the school administration to get
a new bathroom block built, A complaint by one of the students to
their parents was not much liked by the school authorities. Benazir
was summoned to the principal’s office, where she was asked about
what she had told her father about the lavataries. Unfortunately,
Benazir had never heard the word *lavatories,” so very innogently
she said ‘nothing.’ The more the visibly agitated principal insisted
on her for getting the correct answer, “the more I insisted that |
had not said any thing to my father about lavatories, because | had
never heard the word before.”? Anyway. they were allowed to use
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the teachers’ washrooms till that a new block was constructed.

Despite her father’s busy schedule, he continued her political edu-
cation through detailed letters on significant national and interna-
tional issues. The example before him, perhaps, was that of Jawaha-
rlal Nehru of India who had written extensively on a wide variety of
subjects to his daughter Indra Gandhi. ‘One of the nuns sat Sanam
and | down on a bench in the school garden and read the letter to us
in its entirety, though we understood little of its content,’ recollected
Benazir.

Meanwhile, in January 1963 her father had become the foreign
minister of the country. “[He] was well qualified to fill it [the posi-
tion of a foreign minister] on account of his penchant for foreign
affairs, his abilities, and his academic background.” Tall, dashing,
flamboyant and brilliant, he seemed to be cut out for the job.** He
brought much needed moderation in the foreign policy of the coun-
try, especially bringing about a balance in the country’s relations
with the two superpowers. Another bold initiative by him was his
support for China’s admission in the United Nations.

He had personal relations with the top American leadership.
During one of his official visit to Washington in October 1963, he
called on President Kennedy in the White House. Both the young
leaders liked each other. When the meeting ended, President Ken-
nedy shook Bhutto's hand and remarked, “If you were an Ameri-
can you would be in my Cabinet”. Bhutto sharply retorted, “Be care-
ful, Mr President, if | were American, | would be in your place’. At
which they both laughed heartily.”®

A month later, Benazir was travelling with her father in the for-
eign minister’s private railway carriage, when the news of President
Kennedy’s assassination reached Pakistan. The ten-year-old Benazir
was sleeping, when her father shook her awake: ‘this is no time to
sleep. There has been a great tragedy. The young President of the
United States has been shot,’ recalled Benazir, “Though I was only
ten and had heard only vaguely of the US President, my father made
me stay by his side while he received the latest bulletins on the con-
dition of President John F. Kennedy, a man whom he’d met several
times and whom he admired for his liberal views.”?®
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By this time the dark clouds of war were hovering over the
horizons of the subcontinent. She and her sister were learning their
lessons at Murree, when in September 1965, India and Pakistan
fought a full-scale war over their chronic dispute, Kashmir: the
dispute that would be inherited by Benazir Bhutto as the Prime
Minister of Pakistan twenty-three years later. *“While my father flew
off to the United Nations,’ she recalled, "to argue for the right
of self determination for the people of Kashmir and against the
aggression of India, the nuns at the Convent of Jesus and Mary
prepared their students for the possibility of an Indian invasion. The
road to Kashmir ran right through Murree, a clear invitation, most
people thought, for Indian troops to use it to march into Pakistan.’

She has vivid memories of that war: “Where once we had played
‘jacks” with goat bones after dinner, or read Enid Blyton books,
now suddenly we had air raid practices and blackouts. The nuns
made older girls responsible for getting their younger sisters into the
shelters, and I made Sunny tie her slippers to her feet at night so she
wouldn’t lose time in looking for them. Many of our schoolmates
were daughters of prominent government officials or army officers,
and with excitement we gave each other false names and practised
them in case we fell into the hands of our enemies. In the flush of
our adolescence, it was all quite dramatic, the possibility of being
kidnapped and carried off into the hills. But for the seventeen days
of the war, the threat of invasion was quite real and frightening.”™’

This war eventually ended. “Safely back at home the talk turned
to politics even more,” she recalled. ‘Terms such as cold war and
arms embargo had already become part of our dimly understood
vocabulary as small children. We were as familiar with hearing the
results of round table conferences and summit meetings as the other
children were with World Cup Cricket scores.” Unaware of what the
future was to bring for them, Benazir enjoyed her stay at Murree
thoroughly. She had lots of friends there. Her closest friend was
Sheila Vallia, who died afterwards at a young age.”® Benazir took
an active part in sports, studies and extra-curricular activities. She
was the apple of the eye to her parents and teachers, who all liked
her. “She was never a trouble for her parents or for the teachers,”
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